
 “The Gingrich Senators, the Tea Party Senators, and Their Effect on the U.S. Senate” 
 
Over the last thirty years, the increasing party polarization in the Senate can be explained 
almost entirely by one group: “The Gingrich Senators,” which Theriault (2008) and 
Theriault and Rohde (2012) define as those Republicans who entered the House after 
Gingrich’s election in 1978 and subsequently moved to the Senate.  In 2011, the Gingrich 
Senators, helped elect a new breed of senator: the Tea Party Senators.  In this paper, I 
analyze the role that the Gingrich Senators and their predecessors, the Tea Party Senators, 
had on the Senate.  In short, on most dimensions both groups are similarly act as party 
polarizers and partisan warriors, which is in stark contrast to the other Republicans in the 
Senate. 
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