Can Polarization be Mitigated? California’s Experiment with the Top-Two Primary

Efforts by states to curb party polarization in their legislatures have generally met with
unimpressive results. This paper assesses California’s experiment with the top-two primary,
which became law with the passage of Proposition 14 in 2010. To what extent does this new
system of primary elections allow for the election of more moderate officeholders, and how are
the state’s parties working to undermine the new system?
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